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IDENTITY THEFT
COMING EVENTS

A

t the April meeting of the WSURA Board, President Nick Davis shared an
article on identity theft that was printed in The Ohio State University Retirees
Association Newsletter. This led to a discussion of this topic, in particular the
vulnerability of retirees to this modem crime. Larry Smith, board member of both
WSURA and the Wright-Patt Credit Union, shared the interest that the Credit Union has
in this issue. Given these general concerns, it was decided that this was a worthwhile
topic to discuss with our members. The following suggestions were taken from the
OSURA Newsletter and a presentation by John E. Williams, Crime Prevention Specialist, Beavercreek Police Department (supplied by Larry Smith).
Identity theft is defined by Officer Williams as "acquiring key pieces of personal
information in order to impersonate or commit crimes in that person 's name." As the
largest growing crime in America, it is increasing by fifty per cent annually and now
affects one in every four families.

June 24 WSU Summer Picnic
Garden of the
Senses
11 a.m.-1 p.m .
Annual WSURA
meeting
10 a.m.
June 25 Rain date 1or both
meetings

Where can the theft occur?
• From your house
" From your car gkwe box
• From your mailbox
• From your trash can
• From credit card slips
•From transactions on cordless/cellular phones
• From "shoulder surfing" at ATMs or pay phones
• From police reports
• From information given to telephone solicitors
• From a variety of computer-based directories (Bureau of Vital Statistics, Bureau
of Motor Vehicles, criss-cross directories, etc.)

The Extension
The Extension is published quarterly
for WSU retirees by the Wri ght State
Universic y Retirees Assoc iation
(WSURA)
Cut off dates for articles:
Nov. 1 - Winter Quarter
Feb. I - Spring Quarter
May I - Summer Quarter
Aug. 1 - Fal I Quarter

Before you are victimized• Photocopy both sides of the contents of your wallet including driver's license,
credit cards and passport. Keep a copy of these at home and, if traveling, in a
place apart from your documents so that you will have the numbers needed to
cancel and replace your cards.
• Shred pertinent documents before discarding them
• Give out personal information sparingly
• Never give your social security number out over the telephone
• Remove your SSN from your checkbook and driver 's license
• Sign all new credit cards immediately
• Memorize all PIN numbers and passwords; do not carry them with you
• Get a personal credit report at least annually

Editors: Marlene Bireley &
Ruth Schumacher
Send articles to editor:
The Er1e11sion
139 Millett Hall
Wri ght State Universit y
Dayton. OH 45435--0001
For additi ona l infonnation call
(937) 775-2777
WSURA e-mail address:
wsura@wrigbt.edu
WSURA website
www.wri ght. edu/admin/retirees

see Theft on page 4
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President's Farewell Message
Nick Davis
s I was reviewing past Extensions for ideas for the
president's message, I was reminded that it was ten
years ago in January that Rich Johnson asked Mary
Stonecash and me to go to Columbus to meet with the
Ohio State University Retirees Association (OSURA)
and representatives from other four year state universities to discuss common interests. From these meetings
the Ohio Council of Higher Education Retirees
(OCHER) evolved and the Wright State University
Retirees Association (WSURA) was organized. The first
WSU annual meeting was held on June 16,1994.
Our first two presidents, Gary Barlow and Elizabeth Harden, set in motion plans that established our
organizational identity and solidified our image. The
original plans have been tweaked and adjusted but
remain in place. Many other individuals, too numerous
to mention, have provided leadership and support for the
many activities of WSURA.
From the beginning, the University Administration
has been very supportive by providing office space,
equipment and an annual budget. The retirees have been
very appreciative. The Retirees Board is not only involved in providing information and services for the
retirees but also very active in working on events and
projects that support the university. Some of the events
and activities that have involved WSURA members
include:
• the Presidential Inaugurations of Dr. Harley Flack
and Dr. Kim Goldenberg.
•the 1997 Founder's Day Celebration which commemorated thirty years of independent status,
• the Historical Preservation Committee's continuing
work to compile, collect and preserve the early
history of Wright State as remembered by its retirees.
• the establishment of the WSURA Endowed Scholarship Fund in 1998 that was fully endowed in 2001.
Annual $1,000 scholarships have been awarded
since 2001.
• development of an Elderhostel program by WSURA
members and approved by the main Elderhostel
office in Boston in 1997. The Institute for Learning
in Retirement was introduced in 2000. Both programs are managed by a Coordinator located in the
Kettering Center and the Retirees are still very active
in the planning and delivery of programs.
•an initiative started by the retirees has resulted in the

A

Miami Valley Collegiate Retirement Community
(MVCRC) steering committee to study the feasibility of a university-related continuing care retirement
community, similar to models established at Duke
University and Oberlin College. The committee
includes representatives from the University of
Dayton, Sinclair Community College, Fifth Third
Bank and a Wright-Patterson Air Force Base retiree.
The steering committee has become a special mission-related project of the Southwest Ohio Council
of Higher Education (SOCHE) which is currently
talking with both local and out-of-town developers
of university-related retirement communities.
The year has gone by very quickly and I sincerely
thank all of the officers, committee chairs and board
members: Bob Wagley, Tapas Mazumdar,Tom
Listerman, Leone Low, Marlene Bireley, Lew Shupe,
Lou Falkner, Barbara Eakins-Reed, Abe Bassett,
Joanne Risacher, Ken Davenport, Larry Smith, Lois
Cook, Judy Rose, James Kane and Tom Knapke. We
look forward to another productive year under incoming
president, Thpas Mazumdar.

Brown Bag Lunchesuring this year, we have met at noon on the first
Wednesday of the month following the WSURA
Board meetings to hear speakers on various topics. Three
representatives from the WSU Libraries have provided
us with a variety of information about the services of the
library system. Dawne Dewey, Head Archivist, shared a
slide show on the Wright Brothers in Europe and shared
with us the many opportunities that have arisen both
here and abroad for the archivists and the Wright Brothers collection to assist in research and celebrations of the
centennial of flight.
Stephen Foster, Head Librarian, outlined his
vision for the future of the libraries. At this time, Ohio
has an outstanding library system that links many
resources together. Some of the main challenges ahead
concern the move to more electronic and fewer print
resources and, of course, maintaining adequate resources
as budgets tighten.
Ran Raider, Patent and Trademark Reference
Specialist, introduced us to a service unknown to many
of us. The United States Patent and Trademark Depository Program began in 1871 as a way to "receive and
copy U.S. patents and trademarks, make them freely

D

see Brown Bag on page 5
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HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!
JOIN US FOR THE WSU SUMMER PICNIC
GARDEN OF THE SENSES
JUNE 24, 11 a.m. TO 1 p.m.

COME EARLY
AND JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL
WSURA MEETING
10 a.m ..
LIBERAL ARTS CONFERENCE ROOM
LEFT OF ELEVATORS
FIRST FLOOR MILLETT
MEET THE NEW AND OLD BOARD MEMBERS
VOTc ON BYLAWS CHANGES
RAIN DATE FOR BOTH MEETINGS IS JUNE 25
OUR OTHER ACTIVITIES WILL RESUME
IN THE FALL
PROPOSED CONSTITUTION CHANGES
Your copy of the bylaws is in the current WSURA directory.
Under Article IV, Section 4-Fiscal Year and Ter ms of Office
Add (e) A Board seat is vacated after three consecutive unexcused absences.
Under Article V-Dues
Change July 1 to January 1 and add "However, new members who join and pay dues July 1 or after will be deemed
to have paid on the followin g January 1.
WSURA
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New Retirees

In the Beginning .....

Alice Fugett (February 2003), Registrar's Office

Marlene Bireley

Pamela Bigus (April 2003), University Libraries
Ed Rutter (April 2003), Mathematics and Statistics

Deaths
Ann Gadd, Registrar's Office in January 2003

E-Mail Changes
Abe Bassett to abassett@who.rr.com
Shirley Monnin to toots2lfmm@msn.com

WSURA Donates Book
The WSURA Board voted to donate a book to the
Friends of the Libraries' Legacy Book Program. The
book selected was Leonardo da Vinci: Master Draftsman.
A bookplate attributing the contribution to WSURA
will be placed in the book.

Around Campus
David R. Hopkins has been appointed Provost, effective
July 1. Former Provost Perry Moore was promoted to
Senior Vice President in October 2002. Dr. Hopkins
comes to Wright State from Indiana State University
where he was associate vice president for academic
affairs. Hopkins also served six years as director for the
Center of Fitness and Aging at ISU and while in the
provost's office there developed numerous programs for
student learning, faculty development, instructional
technology, cultural diversity and global awareness.
Theft, continued from page 1

If you are victimized• Make a report to the police immediately and get a
copy of that report
• Call AND write the institutions whose accounts
are involved
• Cancel and reapply for all accounts
•Attach fraud alerts on all accounts
• If the victimization continues or expands, alert the
BMV, your financial institutions, credit bureaus,
the SSN administration and post office
• Keep a written record of all calls, dates called,
contact persons, any monies spent, etc.
A good website to check is www.identitytheft.com. It
currently is "under development" but it will link you to many
other good sites. We hope that none of us becomes a victim,
but the odds seem to be against us. Be prepared!
WSURA
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(Editor's Note: This is the.first in a series of
articles taken from the interviews gathered through
WSURA s Historical Preservation Project. Space does
not allow reprinting the entire interviews. Highlights
have been selected by the editor.)
Recollections of William D. and Sally Evans
(Bill was Assistant Professor and Associate Dean of the
College of Business and Administration and Sally,
Director of Student Services, College of Education and
Human Services at the time of their respective retirements.)
Sally and Bill were from Youngstown, Ohio. Bill
had spent four years in the Air Force and attended
Youngstown State University on the GI Bill.
Sally: "When I first went to college, I met Bill
when we were standing in line to register. He had just
come back from the Air Force and I was just out of high
school. I was very interested. So we went together that
first couple of years and decided to get married. "
The couple married and Sally worked while Bill
finished college and began teaching They moved to
Michigan where Bill taught high school, they ran a
motion picture theater and had their two children. After
six years, Bill was offered a graduate assistantship in the
College of Business at Miami University. After graduating from Miami, Bill was offered a position at the newly
opened Wright State University. It was 1964.
Bill: "Dean Gloss interviewed me and told me
about the position up here, although they didn't know
too much about what was going on up in Dayton. I don 't
believe anybody at Miami was quite interested in coming to the com field in Dayton .... I was hired as an
instructor and came here in 1964. There were two of us
in the College of Business. I taught in the business area
and Eugene Elander taught in the economics area ... I
was joined in the second year by Jerry Throckmorton
.... and Dick Williams came aboard."
While Bill was establishing his academic career,
Sally became active in Faculty Wives, later changed to
University Women. Both faculty women and faculty
wives were active in the organization.
Interviewer: " What kind of things did the group
do?"
Sally: "At the very beginning, most people had
moved to Dayton from other places and they were fairly
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young with young families. We were very interested in
having family activities so the wives and children could
come to campus and become part of what was going on.
One of the first things we had, and I don't think we had
children at that, we did have a potluck dinner. We had it
in the basement of Allyn Hall. They had a music room
down in Allyn Hall and it had no seating, so they could
put tables down there. We invited Stanley Allyn, who
was Chairman of NCR. He was quite elderly at the
time ... and I remember speaking to him. Mr. Allyn said
that this was the first time that he had been to a potluck
dinner in his life. He probably moved in different circles.
He talked to our group, and we were all very interested
in getting to know him. So it was a very intimate time.
One of the other popular things in the University
Women at that time was a group who did puppet shows .. .
We tried to do things where everybody could have a
sense of what the campus was about. That lasted for a
few years."
Interviewer (to Bill): "Talk about some of your
most memorable experiences. They don't have to be
academic. I know you have stories, so go right ahead."
Bill ... "my memory isn't always clear. I didn't
keep a journal, a diary, and I think we should have at that
time. I remember driving into Wright State and the road
was not complete. It was a dirt road. The building was
not complete .... I did meet on the campus Fred White
[a WSU founding father and sometimes considered its
first president] and Verna Graves."
Interviewer: "People might not know who Verna
was .. .Was she Registrar at that time?"
Bill: " ... yes, she was some type of Registrar at that
time and got things started there. The first day, of course,
was quite interesting. It was very crowded, We had more
students than we had ever anticipated. I had one classroom that was a double classroom in Allyn Hall. It had
folding doors. The doors had been opened up and the
two rooms combined. I had eighty some students in
these two rooms that were built to hold maybe 30-35
students. so I found myself up against the blackboards ...
I remember the first day that television cameras were
there and they were taping."
Interviewer (to Sally): "So, you became a faculty
wife. When did you actually start working at the university?"
Sally: "Well, as I say, I quit college so I needed to
finish my degree. Bill was very interested in me taking
some courses so he encouraged me to take courses. I
didn't take any the first year and I took them in 1965.
WSURA
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Ed Cox was my professor and I just thought he was
wonderful. He was just a great lecturer [in World
History] so I took a Jot of history courses. I majored in
Social Studies and Education. So I had Glenn Graham
and Jim Uphoff. .. and Bea [Chait]. We had a course one
time that was taught jointly by Norwood Marquis, who
was Dean, and Bea Chait. They were co-teaching our
class. He would forget to come to class, but Bea was
marvelous. She always covered beautifully when he
would not show up ... When I finished my degree, Bill
had always ... I probably shouldn't tell this, but he always
took care of my advising. He would go and check out
the courses and get me registered and so forth. So when
this job became available, Katie Stouffer, who was the
first Records Analyst, which was the position I started at,
she spoke to Bill and said "I see that Sally's graduating
and would she be interested in coming to work at Wright
State?" So I came in and talked to Katie, then I talked to
Norwood. I had this long interview with Norwood.
Probably, like many people, I called Bill and he said,
"Well, what happened?" I said, "I think he offered me
the job but I'm not real sure." I called back in a couple
of days and I accepted, so, evidently he did.
So I started to work. The very first day I worked at
Wright State was in September. I started right after
Labor Day. Registration used to be ... I don't know if
disaster is too strong a word, but it was always a mess.
So I got off the elevator on the fourth floor of Millett
Hall and there was a line starting right at the elevator
going all the way down the hall. Actually, it was going to
my office. I went into my office and I had never done
much advising, or even taken care of my own advising
or registration. So, anyway, I started off with a "fire". It
was 1968."
To Be Continued ......
Brown Bag continued from page 2

available to the public, and actively disseminate patent
and trademark information." The WSU program is the
newest depository having been designated as the 88th
member in July 2000. The research staff is available to
help persons who are doing self-directed patent searches.
They cannot provide legal advice, conduct searches for
assist in writing applications.
Each of these presentations has been informative and
interesting. Consider joining us as they continue next year.
Remember-with your WSU retiree's card you can park for
free in the visitor's Jot directly across from Allyn Hall.
Presentations are in the Liberal Arts Conference Room to
the left of the elevators on the first floor of Millett Hall.
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Exploring Southern Italy
Marlene Bireley
.r-''"1icily-the word evokes images of shady characters, where the pilgrims stand when addressed by the pope. It
violence and a hint of danger for those who would is much larger than one might imagine from the television shots that we see. We completed our major Roman
<:$...,,.,, venture into this forbidden territory. These
stereotypes, reinforced by years of American movies and stops by visiting the Coliseum. This place, more than
any other, brought forth for me the images of ancient
television programs, could not have been further from
Rome. One could almost hear the shouts of the spectathe reality that awaited us when we visited this "toe" of
ltaly in December 2002. Fourteen travelers with direct or tors as the gory battles played themselves out on this
enormous stage!
loose affiliations with Wright State spent ten days in
{T~'rarly the next morning, the bus began the
southern Italy exploring the countryside from Rome to
s-L.joumey south. The warming sun was welcome
Palermo. This was the fourth trip that the majority of the
group had spent together, previously visiting Paris, Nice and remained a friendly 60 degrees or so for the rest of
the journey-perfect touring weather! Our main stop that
and surrounding Provence, and northern Italy including
day was one of my favorites of the journey-Pompeii. I
Venice and Florence. Last year, the southern Italy trip
had not expected such a large site and such an advanced
was a victim of 9/11, but we were determined to try
civilization. Still looming over the site and over nearby
again this year. Among those who made all four trips
Naples is Mt. Vesuvius, ominously overdue in its erupwere WSURA members, Ruth Schumacher, Gary
tion schedule. Scattered throughout the site are the
Barlow, Lew Shupe and Marlene Bireley.
'1 ~ ~ e arrived in Rome and made an immediate remains of people and animals whose fear and agony
have been preserved clearly on their faces. Archeologists
stop at the Catacombs (needless to say this
used a unique method of preservation by infusing the
carried the term "dead tired" to a new level). The bodies
uncovered bodies with a liquid plaster of paris that
had long been removed so most of the presupposed
eeriness was left to the imagination. What remained was hardened before they were uncovered. The result is
startlingly iifelike.
the vision of the dedication and courage of the early
,"t~ 1~VJ e completed that leg of the journey on a
Christians whose stories were told with cheerful piety by
~"~' · more pleasant and modem note as we
the American priest who served as our guide. Making
continued to our second hotel in the pleasant seaside
our way into the center of Rome, we found ourselves in
town of Sorrento, The town square bustling with holiday
a comfortable hotel within walking distance of the
shoppers and the excellent restaurants with fresh seafood
Coliseum and other historical ruins. That evening, in
of all descriptions gave us a glimpse into the everyday
spite of a gentle rainfall, we walked the area marveling
life of these friendly people. From Sorrento, we took a
at the architectural ability and advanced civilization of
short ferry ride to the Isle of Capri. As one of the few
the early Romans. We walked past the famous Romulus
and Remus with the she-wolf sculpture, the Italian Tomb tourist groups there, we enjoyed a leisurely stroll around
this beautiful little island. Although many of the shops
of the Unknown Soldiers, the balcony from which
were closed for the season, the lack of wall-to-wall
Mussolini rallied the people and that large wishing well,
tourists was an excellent trade-off.
Trevi Fountain-centuries of history intermingled with
(j:i fter a long bus ride on the next day, we
hundreds of motor scooters and tiny cars racing helter,,/'v·t.- crossed the narrow straits of Messina and
skelter like street-bound mosquitoes. Miraculously, when
ended the day in the little fishing and tourist village of
one stepped from the curb and held up a hand, all
Naxos. We had been somewhat anxious, knowing that
stopped and politely let the timid visitor pass before
this stop was in view of the smoking Mt. Etna, but
hurling themselves forward once again.
assumed that we would be housed at a safe distance. We
C(' fter a side trip to the charming village of
were surprised to find the streets of Naxos covered by
./"~\ Assisi, we spent a warm, sunlit day exploring
about an inch of the ashes from the volcano. We marthe Vatican with its artistic and religious treasures. Even
veled at the fact that the locals had been living with the
midweek, St. Peter's was bustling with the pious from
ash since October, breathing it as the winds blew their
many countries. It was interesting to see the piazza

V'V
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way, trying to keep clothes and windows and the other
common trappings of everyday life clean in the relentless onslaught of grime. While this town was far enough
way from Etna that we felt no fear, we could clearly see
the houses of those who lived far up the mountain side.
It was hard to imagine what their daily existence must be
like these last few months. Even the local airport had
been closed because of the fear that the flying ash would
clog the engines of the planes. Our hotel in Naxos was
modest but unique in two ways. They had actually
opened it for us since the tourist season was over and, on
the first floor, was one of the best restaurants we found
on the trip. The owner, a charming woman, served us
modestly priced gourmet meals featuring the local fish
and pasta. On our second night, she baked some of the
traditional Christmas cakes of the region for our party
since she wanted us to know about their local customs.
This friendliness was typical of the Italians that we met
throughout the trip,
;--·""'~ill the next day, we traveled nearby to the
~~......) mountain town of Taormina. This beautiful
little town was plagued by the blowing ash, but we
endured this inconvenience to view the well-preserved
Coliseum which is still used for concerts and plays, the
many fine shops and the spectacular view of the coastline many feet below. As was true throughout Italy, many
stray cats were perched on car tops and other sunny
spots around town. The Parisians love their dogs and,
obviously, the Italians are cat people!
,V pon leaving Naxos on the next day, we
~ circled Mt. Etna as we traveled south to the
town of Agrigento. To our surprise, the south side of the
mountain was snow-covered in spite of the smoking
crater on the other side. Agrigento was another pleasant
surprise. It was the site of a number of Greek temples in
various states of preservation situated on a strategic hill
overlooking the Mediterranean. Because of its geographic location, the artifacts of many civilizations,
including Greek, Roman and north African intermingle
on Sicily. Some of the temples that we viewed had been
used at various times by these other groups as well as
early Christians.
{-"'~,ur last hotel stop was in Palermo, the capital of
~\.,..../Sicily. While a part of Italy, the Sicilians
maintain a semi-autonomous government based upon the
geographic separation by water, years of independence
as a separate state and the cultural differences of the
Sicilians and the mainland Italians. Palermo is a bustling
industrial city. It was less attractive than the other places
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we visited and a little less friendly (or were we just
judging them with the eye of weary travelers)? One of
our group was able to attend a performance in the local
opera house and, for her, that was the peak experience of
the trip! As a group we visited three churches whose
uniqueness was that the interiors were completed entirely in mosaics. Millions of tiny tiles told the tales of
the Old and New Testaments in beautiful detail and with
a clarity that could be understood by the illiterate worshippers of centuries past. We ended our trip with frantic
last minute shopping and more excellent food. Although
our trip home became a two-day nightmare caused by
mechanical problems at the Rome airport, changed
airlines and missed flights, these annoyances could not
diminish the sights, the food, the friendliness of the
people and the good companionship of our travel group.
We would recommend this part of the world as a wonderful place to connect with the past and enjoy the
present!

ADULT: A person who has stopped growing at both ends and is
now growing in the middle
BEAUTY PARLOR: A place where women curl up and dye
CANNiDAL: Someone who is ied up with people
CHICKENS: The only animals you eat before they are born and
after they are dead
COMMITTEE: A body that keeps minutes and wastes hours
DUST: Mud with the juice squeezed out
EGOTIST: Someone who is usually me-deep in conversation
GOSSIP: A person who will never tell a lie if the truth will do
more damage
HANDKERCHIEF: Cold storage
INFLATION: Cutting money in half without damaging the paper
MYTH: A female moth
MOSQUITO: An insect that makes you like flies better
RAISIN: A grape with a sunburn
SECRET: Something that you tell to one person at a time
TOOTHACHE: A pain that drives you to extraction
TOMORROW: One of the greatest labor saving devices of today
YAWN: An honest opinion openly expressed
WRINKLES: Something other people have where I have
character lines
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Wright State University Retirees
Association
139 Millett Hall
Wright State University

WSURA Membership Form
New__

Renewal __

Name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Date of Birth _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Spouse's Name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Date of Birth, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Primary Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Phone _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Zip_ _ _ _ __

State__

Wright State Department at Retirement
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Year _ _ _ _ __
Spouse's Department at Retirem ent
Year_ _ _ _ __
Email Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Life Membership:
_ _ _ $125 (ages 69 and below)
_ _ _ $75 (Ages 70 and above)
* NOTE: If you and your spouse are retirees from WSU , use the age of the younger spouse for determining the Lifetime
fee. If you have paid the current ann ual fee and would li ke to becom e a Life Member, subtract the annual fee
and remit the difference.
Annual Membership:
_ _ $10
Contribution to WSURA : Amoun ~-
Assoclate Membership:

